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unrestrained “development” equated with quantita-
tive economic and demographic growth. We have
reached the limits of an era in human history pro-
duced and dominated by the white race and Western,
Judeo-Christian culture. This culture was shaped by
the Hebrew worldview and Greek rationality. The
two merged in Christianity, and made possible the
Baconian idea of imperium homini, leading to a
radical improvement of living conditions for mem-
bers of the master race, their conquest of the planet
and the impending ecological disaster.

Ours is a very peculiar situation. The hierarchy of
values that served us so well until now turns out to
be insufficient to sustain us in the future. If human-
ity wants to have a future, if it wants to exist in ever
more crowded conditions, with increasingly more
powerful means of production and destruction at its
disposal, then it will have to change radically its
hierarchy of values and its mode of behaviour.
Whether they like it or not, humans will have to
learn to respect all their close and distant neighbours,
to collaborate with them, and to mind the environ-
ment. In other words, solidarity between the human
race and nature, not animosity, cutthroat competition
and the desire to dominate will have to be the order
of the day in the next millennium.

When the workers in Lenin shipyard in Gdansk
launched the Solidarity movement they did not think

about the Third Millennium. Their concerns were
much more immediate and more pressing. But
unbeknownst to them, they invented the ideology for
the new Millennium. Having said this, let us try to
answer the title question. Humanity will be ready
for the Third Millennium if and when it will be able
to embrace the ideology of solidarity. This will be a
very difficult task, especially for Americans, who
built their country on an opposite idea of competition
and domination. But Polish workers demonstrated
that it is possible to develop the Solidarity movement
against all odds and destroy communism, thus
changing the world, without firing a shot. There is
no reason to believe that other people in another
cause cannot be equally courageous, determined, and
moral. The development of knowledge makes us,
after all, more aware of our situation and of the
necessity to adapt our ways to the needs of the
future.

Biological evolution is a process of evolving new,
more apt forms of existence in face of obstacles.
Human evolution proceeds analogically on the
intellectual plane. Present man-made threats to
human future are a necessary condition for human
advancement to higher forms of humanness. They
are thus a blessing in disguise.

Qil Prices: They Are No Surprise

By Mike Nickerson

“Our ignorance is not so vast as our failure to use what
we know.” So wrote M.K. Hubert many years ago.
The truth of his words can be applied to many situa-
tions, but they refer specifically to today's problem with
oil supply.

As the drama of oil prices unfolds into our personal
lives, we have to ask why policy makers, who for years
have had access to this information, continued to steer
society in the direction of increasing oil use? Why
have we built our cities on the assumption of cheap oil
based transportation? Why do we pursue international
dependencies based on the long distance transport of

our life needs?

It has been four decades since Mr. Hubert identified the
inevitability of tomorrow's oil crunch. The rising price
of oil is not the product of greedy producers or gov-
ernment taxes. It is the inevitable result of our steadily
increasing consumption of a finite resource.

As a resource supply specialist, Mr. Hubert identified
what is now called the Hubert Curve of resource pro-
duction. It goes like this: First a use is found for a
resource, then production begins and consumption
increases, as the resource becomes available on the
market. As use grows, production expands, initially
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using up the most easily tapped reserves and then
moving into supplies that are harder to reach. Con-
sumption continues to grow as more and more people
find more ways to use the resource. Eventually, as it
becomes harder and harder to find and extract new
reserves, consumer demand becomes greater than
supply. This is called the Hubert Peak. After that point
is reached, the price of the resource rises sharply until
consumption falls to the level of available supply.
Supply proceeds into a steady decline until the resource
is practically eliminated.

Mr. Hubert's methodology for predicting this pattern of
resource exploitation is broadly accepted. A detailed
explanation and abundant information about the petro-
leum situation are available at
http://www hubbertpeak.com/index.html.

With the exception of a brief dip following the 1970's
“oil crisis”, we have consumed more oil every year
since the first commercial production. The price rise
we are experiencing is because producers are either
unwilling or unable to increase production. If they are
unwilling, it is because they know that they will soon
be unable to do so and that soon after that, they will be
unable to continue producing even at their present rate.

Today's problem with oil supplies is not a surprise.
The petroleum industry, governments and independent
consultants have known of the coming peak for many

years.  There are five independent studies at
http://www .hubbertpeak.com/curves.htm. These
studies all predict the oil peak this decade. Some

suggest that it will be early in the decade.

If this information has been available for years, why
have we continued to build permanent infrastructure on
patterns that require oil-powered vehicles? Why have
we pursued an economic policy that is dependent on
long distance transport?

At the Hubert Curve site you can find a presentation

made to the British House of Commons last year by a
Dr. Colin Campbell at:
www.hubbertpeak.com/campbell/commons.htm

From a lifetime of experience exploring for oil, Dr.
Campbell describes the development of exploration
technology from the hit and miss technique of the early
days to the sophisticated methods used today. We can
be sure that there are no unexpected large reserves
awaiting discovery to justify our unwillingness to act
on the fact that oil is limited. We have been consuming
oil faster than our rate of discovery since 1980. We
now use four barrels from reserves for every new barrel
discovered. Dr. Campbell states “The general situation
seems so obvious. How can governments be oblivious
to these realities and their implications . . . given the
critical importance of oil to our entire economy?”

We need to join Dr. Campbell in asking why, because
our leaders have obviously not paid attention. We
should ask our elected representatives when they will
start making decisions based on the understanding that
the age of oil is beginning to wane. (Contact informa-
tion for all MPs is available at 1-800-667-3355). We
have to take action to move off of the limb of depend-
ency and toward sustainable local provision of our
basic needs. Such policies would insulate us from the
difficulties of depleting oil reserves and lead to far
more local employment. Also, by acting locally to
meet our needs, we would see the impacts of our
actions and would be inclined to treat the environment,
upon which we are ultimately dependent, with the
sensitivity required for long-term well being.
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