Nation-Building Projects, Session 1, Meeting Summary
Quick recap
The meeting began with technical discussions and personal updates before transitioning into conversations about travel regulations and interprovincial restrictions.  The group then engaged in an extensive discussion about nation-building projects in Canada, exploring historical initiatives and potential future developments across various sectors including transportation, energy, and environmental sustainability.  The conversation ended with a brainstorming session focused on leveraging AI tools to analyze potential projects, with participants agreeing to compile discussion points into documents and reconvene next week.
Next steps (In the “opinion” of the AI based on what participants said)
	•
	Dave Dougherty: Continue maintaining and updating the spreadsheet of nation-building project ideas.

	•
	All participants: Evaluate nation-building projects with an environmental lens and focus.

	•
	All participants: Brainstorm ideas for nation-building projects that don't infringe on aboriginal rights and freedoms.

	•
	Jean Dougherty: Compile and distribute a synopsis of the meeting discussion to interested parties who couldn't attend.

	•
	Raymond Leury: Research and provide more details on the proposed high-speed electric passenger rail service project.

	•
	Jean Dougherty: Investigate reinstating a national bus network to connect rural areas.

	•
	Ted Manning: Research and share information on successful train and bus network integration models from European countries.

	•
	Raymond Leury: Gather data on the feasibility and potential impact of implementing infrastructure for electrified heavy-duty trucking along major Canadian routes.

	•
	All participants: Consider and propose ways to revive or modernize Prime Minister Pierre Trudeau's "Conserver Society" concept for current environmental challenges.

	•
	Ted Manning: Research and share information on successful mixed transit models from other countries that could be adapted for Canada.

	•
	All participants: Consider and propose environmental criteria or "lenses" for evaluating potential nation-building projects.

	•
	Rick Munroe: Continue developing the proposal for a Canadian Farm Resilience Agency modeled on the Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration.

	•
	Fernande Faulkner: Draft a proposal for a new Royal Commission on transitioning to a renewable energy-based economy.

	•
	Lalith Gunaratne: Consider a national youth exchange program to promote understanding between different regions and communities in Canada, including indigenous communities.

	•
	Raymond Leury: Investigate the potential for integrating renewable energy resources from Alberta and Saskatchewan into a national energy strategy.

	•
	Peter MacKinnon: Explore new recycling program for electronics and digital devices.

	•
	Rick Munroe: Compile educational resources on the concept of limits, especially regarding fossil fuels, to support public education efforts.

	•
	Raymond Leury: Research the feasibility of reducing Eastern Canada's dependence on imported fracked gas from the USA.

	•
	Ted Manning: Explore potential collaboration opportunities with the Royal Canadian Geographical Society for environmental education initiatives.

	•
	CACOR team: Consider developing a strategy for promoting the concept of Alberta as the "energy capital of Canada" with a focus on renewable energy.

	•
	Jean Dougherty: Look into the current status of diversification efforts in Alberta's economy, particularly regarding renewable energy initiatives.

	•
	Raymond Leury: Research the potential economic impacts of decreasing global oil demand on Alberta's oil sands industry.

	•
	CACOR team: Explore ways to promote public education on environmental issues, including the concept of limits to growth and fossil fuel depletion.

	•
	Rick Munroe: Compile and share recent studies and reports on education issues, including screen time and violence in schools, for potential future discussions.

	•
	CACOR team: Consider developing proposals for youth-focused environmental education programs, potentially involving national parks and urban green spaces.

	•
	Jean Dougherty: Compile a list of 10-12 potential major nation-building projects for Canada, focusing on areas like electrification, education, circular economy, and Northern development—this will actually be part of session2 (08 August 2025).

	•
	All participants: Consider and propose specific project ideas that align with the discussed filters: indigenous rights, environmental protection, precautionary principle, pollution minimization, and resource reuse/recycling.

	•
	Ted Manning: Further develop criteria for evaluating and prioritizing nation-building projects.

	•
	Raymond Leury: Research and provide more information on circular economy initiatives, particularly those implemented in China, for potential application in Canada.

	•
	Nigel Weir: Gather more specific information on Northern Canada development opportunities, including defense, infrastructure, and resource management.

	•
	Jean and Dave Dougherty: Compile and send out a summary of the discussion to meeting attendees and the general membership.

	•
	Art Hunter: Use AI tools to analyze the transcript and find potential strategies and ideas.

	•
	Jean Dougherty: Schedule and organize the next meeting for Friday, August 8th.

	•
	All participants: Continue brainstorming and refining ideas for potential nation-building projects focused on areas like circular economy, northern development, health.


Summary
Personal Anecdotes and Technical Challenges
In a presession discussion, Art Hunter and Jean Dougherty touched on the concept of nation-building projects, which Jean explained was inspired by a discussion with Dave Dougherty, their daughter, and their son-in-law.
Interprovincial Trade
The meeting began with a discussion about interprovincial tariffs and regulations, with Art Hunter and Ted Manning providing examples of restrictions on alcohol and skilled labor.  Jean Dougherty encouraged participants to use the chat function to share ideas, as their input would be recorded for future reference.
Canada's Nation-Building Past and Future
Jean Dougherty led the group through nation-building projects in Canada, focusing on both historical and future initiatives.  They reviewed a comprehensive list of projects, events, and symbols that have contributed to Canada's national identity, including peacekeeping, the Canadian Corps (army), Medicare, universities, and various infrastructure projects.[footnoteRef:1]  The discussion emphasized the importance of considering environmental impacts and Aboriginal rights in future nation-building efforts.  Participants also explored potential future projects, such as high-speed electric passenger rail service, which was seen as a practical way to bring Canadians together and create jobs. [1:  	Jean used a slide presentation which will be on the CACOR website with other elements from this session.] 

Enhancing Canada's Rural Transit Network
The group discussed the need for improved mass transit infrastructure in Canada, particularly trains and buses, to better connect rural and remote areas.  Jean Dougherty suggested reinstituting bus lines for long-distance travel, while Ted Manning emphasized the importance of integrating trains and buses as part of a comprehensive transit network.  Rick Munroe highlighted the potential for a national agricultural resilience agency modeled after the old Prairie Farm Rehabilitation Administration to support sustainable farming practices.  Raymond Leury proposed a project to electrify heavy-duty trucking infrastructure along major corridors, noting its cost-effectiveness for the industry.  Peter MacKinnon and Fernande Faulkner reflected on Canada's history of environmental and social policies, emphasizing the need to build an economy based on renewable resources in light of global geopolitical shifts.
Youth Exchange Programs: A Historical Perspective
The group discussed Canada's history of youth exchange programs and nation-building initiatives, including Katimavik (started in 1967)[footnoteRef:2] and Agenda 21.  Fernande Faulkner suggested reviving the tradition of Royal Commissions to address environmental and economic challenges, while Lalith Gunaratne proposed a new youth exchange program to combat community polarization in multicultural cities.  The discussion highlighted how funding for such programs declined in the late 1980s and 1990s, particularly during budget cuts that affected think tanks and multicultural initiatives. [2:  	< Katimavik - Wikipedia / https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katimavik >] 

Energy Transition Strategy
The group discussed Alberta’s and Saskatchewan's renewable energy potential, with Raymond Leury highlighting their abundant natural resources and wind power, while Jean Dougherty noted Alberta's historical economic diversity and Rachel Notley's efforts to transform the economy.  They agreed that Alberta should be positioned as Canada's energy capital rather than its petroleum capital, though Jean Dougherty expressed concern about the recent lifting of coal resource development moratoriums there.  Rick Munroe emphasized the need for public education about energy limits and fossil fuel consumption, while also discussing educational challenges in schools and the importance of connecting children with nature through programs like prison farms and Youth Corps.
Energy Independence and Alternative Sources
The group discussed energy independence and the challenges of transitioning away from imported fossil fuels, particularly natural gas from the USA.  Raymond Leury suggested exploring alternative energy sources to reduce reliance on American imports, while Rick Munroe highlighted the US military's potential concerns about energy security.  Ted Manning mentioned the Royal Canadian Geographical Society's efforts to promote environmental education, and the group discussed the need for better infrastructure to refine heavy oils from the Alberta tar sands, which are currently refined mainly in the USA.
Challenges of Oil and Plastics
The group discussed the continued use of oil, particularly in medicine and plastics production, despite the availability of alternative materials.  They highlighted the environmental and economic challenges of plastic pollution and recycling, with Rick Munroe noting that only about 10% of recycled materials in Ontario are actually reused.  The conversation touched on public education and employment opportunities in environmental projects, such as tree planting and recycling initiatives.  Rick Munroe also suggested that ending Ontario's garbage shipments to Michigan could be a retaliatory tactic by the American  government.
Sustainable Nation-Building Projects for Canada
The group discussed potential nation-building projects for Canada, focusing on environmental sustainability and resource management.  Jean Dougherty proposed considering projects in areas like water, food, energy, pollution, forests, soil, air quality, climate stability, and housing, while applying filters such as indigenous rights protection, the precautionary principle, pollution minimization, and resource reuse.  Ted Manning suggested focusing on major projects, potentially around 10, including electrification and re-education initiatives.  The group also discussed the importance of a circular economy, the need to consider Northern and near-North communities, and the potential for projects related to health and well-being linked to pollution.
Follow-up
The group discussed how it might use AI tools to analyze and synthesize the ideas generated.  Jean and Dave Dougherty agreed to compile the discussion points into a series of documents, while Art Hunter volunteered to use an AI tool to provide additional insights.  The team decided to reconvene next week, with Fernande Faulkner confirming the meeting for August 8th.  Rick Munroe re-emphasized the importance of addressing public education and misinformation, suggesting that specific, actionable initiatives would be more effective than vague philosophical concepts.
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