


Projects and Events That Made Canada a Nation
	Category
	Year
	Item

	Things that make Canadians proud
	1915-1919
	The independent Canadian Corps in World War I

	
	1956-present
	Peacekeeping (multiple deployments)

	
	1965
	Flag

	
	1965-present
	The publicly funded single-payer healthcare system (Medicare)

	
	1980-present
	The Marathon of Hope (Terry Fox run)

	
	1985-1987
	The Man in Motion (Rick Hanson’s wheelchair World Tour)

	
	2001-2014
	Afghanistan

	
	2003
	Staying out of Iraq

	Infrastructure Projects
	1663-present
	University system (100 sites; 1st was Laval; 1st after 1867 was Winnipeg)

	
	1836-present
	National railroad network

	
	1959-present
	St Lawrence Seaway (built ’54-’59)

	
	1962-present
	TransCanada highway

	
	1992-present
	TransCanada trail

	
	1997-present
	Confederation bridge (built ’93-’97)

	Iconic structures and locations
	1856-present
	National museums (9 sites; 1st was the Geologic Museum in Montreal)

	
	1865-present
	Parliament Buildings

	
	1885-present
	National parks (37 parks; 31 reserves; 1st was Banff, Rocky Mountains then)

	
	1919-present
	National historic sites (now > 1,000 sites; first was Port Dover cliff site)

	
	1939-present
	National War Memorial (with additions)

	
	1976-present
	CN tower (’73-’76)

	Inventions
	1876-present
	Coordinated Universal Time (Time zones; Sir Sandford Fleming)

	
	1876-present
	Telephone (Alexander Bell)

	
	1921-present
	Insulin (Fred Banting and Charles Best)

	
	1953-1959
	Avro Arrow

	
	1958-present
	Skidoo (snowmobile; Joseph-Armand Bombardier)

	
	1959-present
	Satellites (Alouette, LANDSAT, RADARSAT, many more)

	
	1975-2011
	Canadarm on the Space Shuttle

	Activities and Events
	1776-1783
	Accepting American Colonial Loyalist refugees 

	
	1845-1852
	Accepting Irish refugees

	
	1867-present
	Lacrosse

	
	1875-present
	Hockey

	
	various
	Major battles: Paardeberg (17 Feb 00), Vimy Ridge (9-12 Apr 17), Dieppe (19 Aug 42), Ortona (20-28 Dec 43)

	
	1946-1955
	Accepting European post-war refugees

	
	~1946-1950
	Post-WW II Veterans benefit program (housing, education, farmland)

	
	1947-1952
	Accepting European post-war refugees

	
	1954-present
	CBC news (TV: The National)

	
	~1958-present
	CBC kids’ programs (Mr Dressup, Chez Hélène, Friendly Giant, Romper Room, Polkadot Door) 

	
	~1958-present
	Canadian heritage moments

	
	1967-1980
	Miles for Millions Walkathons 

	
	1967
	Expo (Montreal)

	
	1971-present
	Canadian content (Can-Con) especially comedy (SCTV), Royal Canadian Air Farce, This Hour Has 22 Minutes, music

	
	various
	Olympics: Montreal (72), Calgary (88), Vancouver (10)

	
	~1975-1985
	Accepting Vietnamese boat people

	
	1987
	Our Common Future (Canadian editor James MacNeill) [World Commission on Environment and Development]

	
	1992
	Agenda 21

	
	1992
	UNCED 1992 conferences Stockholm and Rio de Janiero (Canadian leader Maurice Strong)

	
	2007-present
	Reconciliation with Indigenous people

	
	~2015-2020
	Accepting Syrian refugees

	
	2022-present
	Accepting Ukrainian refugees



Critical elements for new NBPs

Don’t concentrate on technologies and the 19th and 20th centuries.

Concerns
1. Water
2. Food
3. Energy
4. Pollution
5. Forests
6. Soils
7. Air quality
8. Climate stability
9. Housing
10. Education
11. Communications


Agenda 21
1. Health and the environment
2. Economic Prosperity
3. Equity
4. Conservation of nature
5. Stewardship
6. Sustainable communities
7. Civic engagement
8. Population
9. International responsibility
10. Education
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