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The Elephant in the Room
How are we dealing with 
the elephant in the room?



Who is 
driving 
this and 
WHY?? False Beliefs



The real problem is NOT
the burning of fossil fuels.

The real problem is the
economic & lifestyle paradigm 

(the value system)
that demands that
fossil fuel usage. 



….Etc.

Number-based Values

The Metacrisis
(The Value Crisis)

The  Polycrisis



More is Always Better

More is
Always
Better

The Value Crisis

Number-based values consistently taking 
precedence over every qualitative value.





How can we respect our real values?
Survival

Health 

Nutrition 

Access to /help (and personal safety)

Access to water and sanitation

Family (incl Eldercare/family care)

Equity and human dignity

Freedom of speech

Freedom of Association

Freedom from fear

Security

Emergency support

Sufficient personal resources

Shelter

Community

Belonging/identity

Ability to support self

Education

Freedom of motion (experience)

Clean, safe place (environment) and 
broader system stability

Social Justice

Hope

Spiritual wellbeing

Self-realization/satisfaction 

Stimulation

Self-esteem, self-worth, (status?)

Self-actualization

Happiness

Leisure

Membership in the “whole” 

Energy

Cooperation 

Property (wealth)

System (Ecological)  stability

Lack of contamination

Capacity to serve (all) ecological functions

Lack of degradation (many variables)

Health of flora and fauna

Resilience

Regeneration 

Transformation (sustainability+)

(Evolving list from worldwide participatory 

sessions)





Some Status Quo Requirements of Happiness

Options          Retirement

future

Present

survival

Job 

security

Status          

Education

Money

Job          

Wealth          

or          

or          

Status quo          

or          

Economic growth

Extraction Consumerism

Happiness

ECOLOGICAL OVERSHOOTECOLOGICAL OVERSHOOT



Some Effects of Poverty

Unhappiness         Public expense

Lack of 

options

Poor 

health Guilt          

Uncertainty

Lack of 

Money         

Crime          
Social

assistance

Regulation
Hopelessness



Impact of a UBI on Poverty

Options          Present

survival

Money

Job          

Happiness



Impact of a UBI on EVERYONE

Options          Retirement

future

Present

survival

Job 

security

Status          

Education

Money

Job          

Wealth          

or          

or          

Status quo          

or          

Economic growth

Extraction Consumerism

Happiness

ECOLOGICAL OVERSHOOT



CACOR should host a
national symposium to identify
and discuss ideas related to

the real problem.

CACOR could be
a global leader

in this important
exploration.
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