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1972
(based on Steffen et al., 2015)

Since 1972: 

The Limits to

Growth 

predictions

have become

a reality
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»We can categorically define our
current situation as a planetary
emergency. To use a Titanic
comparison, if sixty seconds
remain before colliding with an
iceberg and it takes sixty seconds
or more to turn enough to avoid
collision, this can obviously be
described as an emergency
situation«

Earth4All, p. 16



Transformational economics for the 21st century

WELLBEING

ECONOMICS

BEYOND

GDP

MISSION

ECONOMIES

DOUGHNUT

ECONOMICS

GREEN

GROWTH

POST-

GROWTH

Shift from an Extractive GDP based 

economy 

Account for social and environmental risk in 

financial and economic decision-making

Expand our perspective of public goods and 

socialise the rewards of environmental and 

social commons

Correct the inequity between high and low-

income countries created by international 

finance and trade systems

Increase the agency of women and workers 

to drive the direction of the economy
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One future, one 
choice,
two scenarios.
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Five Global Turnarounds Needed

Transform and accelerate human development IN LOW-INCOME 

COUNTRIES by reforming the international financial and trade 

system.

Transform WEALTH DISTRIBUTION by ensuring the wealthiest 

10% have no more than 40% of national income.

Transform ENERGY SYSTEMS to halve emissions of greenhouse 

gases every decade.

Transform agriculture. The FOOD SYSTEM must become 

regenerative and nature positive.

Transform gender power imbalances. EMPOWER WOMEN and 

invest in education for all.
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'Too Little, Too Late’ scenario

• Poverty reaches zero around 2100

• Social tensions rise this century, 
conversely wellbeing falls.
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• Global average temperature: a 
catastrophic 2.5°C rise minimum.



'Giant Leap’ scenario

• Poverty reaches zero around 2050 (USD 15k pppy).

• Wellbeing rises.

• Temperature stabilises at below 2°C.
15
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The speed of action on planetary boundaries is 

a FUNCTION of the speed of action on inequality and 

poverty.



10/4/2023
17



18

»Crucially, there is an urgent need to 
remove the constraints on low- and 
middle-income countries to tackle the 
dual challenges of climate change 
and poverty. Without urgent action, it 
is exceedingly difficult for them to 
prosper economically and simulta-
neously reduce carbon emissions or 
adopt green technology.«

Earth4All, p. 57

The Poverty Turnaround
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»Countries that are more equal perform better in all areas of human 

wellbeing and achievement than countries with divisive levels of income 

inequality. More equal countries tend to have better outcomes when it 

comes to trust, education, social mobility, longevity, health, obesity, child 

mortality, mental health, crime, homicides, and drug misuse. The list goes 

on. 

Counter-intuitively, even wealthy people in more equal societies, for 

example the Nordic countries, have higher levels of wellbeing than wealthy 

people in countries with high inequality such as the United States, Brazil, or 

South Africa. »

Earth for All: A Survival Guide for Humanity (2022)

Inequality
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Sources: IMF - Gould, Eric D, and Alexander Hijzen. Growing Apart, Losing Trust? The Impact of Inequality on Social Capital. International Monetary Fund, 2016.

Inequality Reduces Trust
Wage inequality (based on 90/10 ratio) 

in the US has increased 14% 

between 1970 - 2010 while CEO 

salaries have increased  by 1400% 

between 1978 and TODAY

At the same time, surveys of US 

citizens show decreasing levels of 

trust in people
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ACTION ON PLANETARY BOUNDARIES IS A FUNCTION OF ACTION ON INEQUALITY 

AND POVERTY

The Critical Feedback Loop

Level of social tension

Level of inequality & poverty

Level of public action

How effectively the state intervenes to 

reduce inequality and planetary breakdown

Inequality drives social tension

Social trust influences the political space 

available for transformative public action

Food and energy shift
The regulation of the food and energy 

system impacts inequality



10/4/2023
24



25

Rentier Capitalism

“Gone is the economy most people think we have – one 

organized around production, consumption, and exchange. 

Money is made on money and the shifting value of various 

assets from stocks and bonds to real estate to intellectual 

property and crypto. The manipulation of these financial assets 

now dominates economic decision-making across the globe”

Earth4All, 149
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Redrawing the Gameboard
- Setting up citizen funds to

distribute the wealth of 

global commons fairly.

- Government measures

(subsidies, incentives, 

regulations) to expedite

restructuring.

- Reforming the international 

financial system.

- New progress indicators in 

the context of well-being

economies.
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English German Japanese Italian Swedish

Hebrew 

Q4 2023

French, 

30.08.2023

Spanish

Q4 2023

Romanian

Q4 2023

Chinese

Korean, 

Summer 2023

Greek 

(confirmed)
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SDG 1: Poverty

Too Little Too Late

Poverty reduces slower 

than past trends due to 

increased inequality. 

Still around 20 % in 2050.

Giant Leap

Poverty declines steeply 

to only 7 % by 2050. 

1 billion fewer poor than 

in Too Little Too Late!



SDG 11: Sustainable cities and communities

Too Little Too Late

Emissions slowly 

trend downwards. 

But too slow to 

prevent devastating 

risks.

Giant Leap

Emissions 

dramatically reduced 

to negative levels i 

the 2040s.



SDG 3: Wellbeing

Too Little Too Late

Wellbeing drops: 

increased inequality 

and global warming

Giant Leap

Wellbeing increases: 

elimination of poverty, 

lowered warming and 

reduced inequality



SDG 17: Social tension

Too Little Too Late

Social tension trends 

upwards, reaching 

alarming levels well 

beyond current 1.3.

Giant Leap

The upward trend 

halts in 2025, and 

plateaus around 

current levels, dipping 

slightly by 2050.
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The global pandemic 

has forced us to 

reflect on what really 

matters.

THE SHOCK THE WILLTHE 

URGENCY

THIS IS A UNIQUE MOMENT 

IN TIME

74% of people in 

G20 countries want 

transformation 

towards “wellbeing 

economies”*

We have 6.5 years

and counting to avoid 

the worst impacts of 

the climate crisis.

* Based on G20 countries according to 2021 Global Commons 

survey, supported by Earth4All
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English German Japanese Italian Swedish

Hebrew 

Q4 2023

French, 

30.08.2023

Spanish

Q4 2023

Romanian

Q4 2023

Chinese

Korean, 

Summer 2023

Greek 

(confirmed)
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“People don't need enormous cars; they need admiration and 
respect. They don't need a constant stream of new clothes; they 
need to feel that others consider them to be attractive, and they 
need excitement and variety and beauty. People don't need 
electronic entertainment; they need something interesting to occupy 
their minds and emotions. And so forth. Trying to fill real but 
nonmaterial needs-for identity, community, self-esteem, challenge, 
love, joy-with material things is to set up an unquenchable appetite 
for false solutions to never-satisfied longings. A society that allows 
itself to admit and articulate its nonmaterial human needs, and to 
find nonmaterial ways to satisfy them, world require much lower 
material and energy throughputs and would provide much higher 
levels of human fulfillment.”

Donella Meadows

Grenzen des Wachstums, das 30 Jahre Update



39
39

Thank you!
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