Welcome to this week’s presentation and conversation
hosted by the
Canadian Association for the Club of Rome,
a Club dedicated to intelligent debate and action on global issues.

Post Anthropocene.

Our speaker today is Dr. Rosalind Warner, professor of Political Science at Okanagan College. She has ~30 y experience in

international development, environmental politics, and Canadian government. She has researched topics like ecological

modernization, global environmental governance, protected areas governance, environmental discourses, nature rights,
health and security, and environment and trade. Covid-19 disrupted the world in unimaginable ways. Future disasters may
be even worse. Some argue human societies have left the Holocene Epoch and entered the Anthropocene. How might our
perceptions of the human-nature relationship now change, and how might we improve policy, governance, and planning?

Dr. Warner’s presentation will be followed by a conversation, questions, and observations from the participants.

CACOR acknowledges that we all benefit from sharing the
traditional territories of local Indigenous peoples (First Nations,
Meétis, and Inuit in Canada) and their descendants.
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Archaeologists Are Seeing Cave
Artin a New Light

Prehistoric people may have created ‘proto-cinema, with
galloping bison and tail-swishing horses.

BY BRIDGET ALEX « JULY 28, 2021

The oldest works of art in the
world. In the Chauvet Cave in
France. Perhaps the first graffiti of
homosapiens.

Cooper, A, Turney, C. S. M., Palmer, J., Hogg, A., McGlone, M., Wilmshurst, J., Lorrey, A. M., Heaton, T. J., Russell, J. M.,
McCracken, K., Anet, J. G., Rozanov, E., Friedel, M., Suter, |., Peter, T., Muscheler, R., Adolphi, F., Dosseto, A., Tyler Faith, J., ...
Zech, R. (2021). A global environmental crisis 42,000 years ago. Science, 371(6531), 811-818.
https://doi.org/10.1126/SCIENCE.ABB8677
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The Worst Year to be Alive




More

. Asteroid Volcqno
Covid Eruption
lHluminati

Globgl Take over
Warming Earth
Nuclear Alien
War Invasion

*Errata: The Presentation slide included the time period of 5 million years — it should have read
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The Anthropocene Equation

astronomical geophysical




The Great Acceleration

1950: 310 ppm 2022: ppm

This is the highest level of CoZ2...

“Not just in recorded history, not just since the invention of
agriculture 10,000 years ago.

~Eric Holthaus




Global-mean temperature composites

SCC —— ERA-20C

DCC —— 2k median

GAM All 12k methods, 5 - 95th percentiles
CPS All 12k methods, every 5th percentile
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Clearcut #1, Palm Qil Plantation, Borneo, Malaysia 2016 [Photo: © Edward
rtynsky/courtesy Howard Greenberg and Bryce Wolkowitz Gallery, New York/Nicholas
tivier Gallery, Toronto]

dora Landfill #3, Plastics Recycling, Nairobi, Kenya 2016 [Photo: © Edward
ky/courtesy Howard Greenberg and Bryce Wolkowitz Gallery, New Yor k/NlchoI
Gallery, Toronto]




Cave paintings survived 42,000 years...
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What would we leave behind to be found in 42,000 years?
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POISONOUS RADIOACTIVE
WASTE HERE
DO NOT DIG OR DRILL

Wikimedia Commons
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Heat Killed 595 British Columbians
Thi S S u m m er ;?r:e ;::nag%;g has already risen over the boat loading area and into the parking lot near downtown Kelowna. (Bra

) T
The death toll is far above what nearby US states experienced during _

an unprecedented ‘heat dome’ in late June.

B.C. wildfire season worst in 60
years, still far from over: official

—
-
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Flooding, mudslides wreak havoc across
southern B.C.

By Staff The Canadian Press
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Changes emerging across the climate system
Last 2000 years Instrumental period
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‘ ' 45% above pre-industrial levels
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LAND-SYSTEM
CHANGE

CLIMATE CHANGE

FRESHWATER CHANGE

Freshwater use
(Blue water)
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Study Measuring Earth’s Vital Signs Warns of
Climate Tipping Points

The authors say tropical coral reefs, the Amazon rainforest, and the West Antarctic and
Greenland ice sheets may have passed dangerous tipping points

29 JUNE
Summer temperatures

1951 to 1980

NEW ALL-TIME CANADIAN HEAT RECORD

{PREVIOUS RECORD WAS 47.9°C, JUNE 2021

Extremely cold Extremely hot Extremely cold

2005 to 2015

Extremely hot
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The System

New System State |




Antarctica, daily average temperature,
Concordia station, °C
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- Emergent properties (more
than the sum of their parts)

- Cause-effect, feedback
loops and flows
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What is Entanglement?
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How to view nat - clrcumstances?
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' ing into a new system stasis?

Business as Usual cannot continue...

- “We are passing into a new phase of human
experience and entering a new world that will
be qualitatively and quantitatively different
from the one we have known.”
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Towards Adaptive Management — Planetary
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Stewardship




i hazard,
vulnerability and exposure



Back to the caves....
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Cooper, A., Turney, C. S. M., Palmer, J., Hogg, A., McGlone, M., Wilmshurst, J., Lorrey, A. M., Heaton, T. J.,
Russell, J. M., McCracken, K., Anet, J. G., Rozanov, E., Friedel, M., Suter, I., Peter, T., Muscheler, R., Adolphi, F.,
Dosseto, A., Tyler Faith, J., ... Zech, R. (2021). A global environmental crisis 42,000 years ago. Science,

371(6531), 811-818. https://doi.org/10.1126/SCIENCE.ABB8677




Post-Anthropocene

Thank youl!
Questions?
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