Welcome to this week’s presentation and conversation
hosted by the
Canadian Association for the Club of Rome,
a Club dedicated to intelligent debate and action on global issues.

Transcending Our MTI Form of Civilization:
Exploring the New Core Work of the 21st Century.

Our speaker today is Ruben Nelson, Executive Director of Foresight Canada. Ruben was born and raised in Alberta. He has
watched Alberta morph from a poor country cousin to what was then a far more prosperous Saskatchewan into an economic
powerhouse on which Canada came to depend and take for granted. Given a decade at Queen’s University, two in Pierre
Trudeau’s Ottawa, a year in India and three decades back in Alberta, Ruben has learned see both Canada and Alberta in the
context of the human problematique. Ruben will explain what he means when he says that our Modern Techno-Industrial
(MTI) cultures have no long-term future and must be transcended. He will explore this grand challenge and what might it
require of us.

Mr. Nelson’s presentation will be followed by a conversation, questions, and observations from the participants.

CACOR acknowledges that we all benefit from sharing the
traditional territories of local Indigenous peoples (First Nations,
Meétis, and Inuit in Canada) and their descendants.

2022 June 22
Zoom #104
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Transcending

Our MTI* Form of Civilizationg:
Exploring the New Core Work of the 215t Century

CACOR

Ruben Nelson
Foresight Canada
June 22, 2022

rubennelson@shaw.ca - ’
403-609-1016 R ANADA



The Human Challenge
=

You have to learn the rules of the game.
And then you have to play better than

anyone else.
Albert Einstein
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The Earth’s Game

—

THE Game We are In




Insights into the Earth’s “Game”

1. Reality is construable and the cultures we co-create construe it.




Insights into the Earth’s “Game”

1. Reality is construable and the cultures we co-create construe it.

2. The way we apprehend reality determines our responses to it.




The Three BIG Ways of Construing Reality

e Optional
 Unconscious
 Long Time

* Local/Regional

R©ased Empires

Local J/ Settled Agriculture-based Cultures

3 Small Group Nomadic Cultures =

14,500 -10,500 -5,000 -1000 present +300
Time Not to scale.

7e of complicated projects that can be undertaken.

—




Insights into the Earth’s “Game”

1. Reality is construable and the cultures we co-create construe it.
2. The way we apprehend reality determines our responses to it.

3. All cultures assume their own rightness and continuity.

» None are open to dramatic discontinuity. All are “path dependent.”
» Only MTI cultures expect ongoing “improvements/progress.”




Insights into the Earth’s “Game”

1. Reality is construable and the cultures we co-create construe it.
2. The way we apprehend reality determines our responses to it.

3. All cultures assume their own rightness and continuity.

» None are open to dramatic discontinuity. All are “path dependent.”
» Only MTI cultures expect ongoing “improvements/progress.”

4. The Earth sets the conditions, offers clues and is the referee.
» Must not destroy the Earth’s living ecology to the point it cannot support us.
» Must not consume NNR to the point where diminishing returns become lethal.
» Must honour these two conditions & be humane enough keep the game going.
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The Driving lllusion of MTI Cultures
=

Any decent future for humanity entails the extension and
Improvement of our MTI form of civilization.. MTI can be taken
to and beyond the ends of the Earth and extended and
iImproved forever. Doing so is the primary responsibility we
have as MTI persons, communities, jurisdictions and cultures.

Yes we face horrendous problems. But problems have
solutions. A better version of MTI will do the trick.

We know what needs to be done and have the capacity to do it.
All we lack is the political will, leadership and funding to inspire
our innovation, creativity and entrepreneurship.
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The Driving lllusion of MTI Cultures




We MTI are "Civilization. Trapped”

4y

The Evolving Bio Age

Building Better Lives Across the
Gender Spectrum
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Global Health and Wellness for
the 21st Century
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The Changing Nature of Security
and Conflict

Working in the Digital Economy

Inhabiting Challenging
Environments

M
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Living Within the Earth’s

Carrying Capacity

Truth Under Fire in a Post-Fact

The Emerging Asocial Society
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Balancing Risks and Benefits in
the Emerging Surveillance
Society

The Pervasive Contamination of
the ‘Natural’
g Pp—

The Arts Transformed

Shifting Dynamics of Privilege
and Marginalization

Humanity +
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Envisioning Governance
Systems that Work

The Erosion of Culture and
History
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Blind to Civilizational _ Transcendence
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We are Blind to Civilizational _ Transcendence

—

ustainable development
and climate change

Global ethics BT Clean water

Science and =~ : S e Population
technology (147 P LN S A and resources

| Democratization (3 }/ The Millennium Project

GLOBAL FUTURES STUDIES & RESEARCH

Transnational 3,501 </ e Global foresight
organized crime (U 4 /AT and decisionmaking

Status of women (1)
convergence of IT

Peace and conflict 0) % (U Rich - poor gap

Education
and learning

Health issues ' E}e
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MTI is “Context Blind”
=

“Nothing
good ever
came out of
a blind

spot.”

Louise Penny
Kingdom of the Blind
2018




Sacle of complicated systems can cope with.

1950




The BIG 15t Step

—




Accept that Einstein’s Quip Applies to Us

—

We who are MTI cannot fully .. :
understand what we are up Civilizationg
against, much less cope

with it with eyes and minds

that are formed in and by

MTI cultures,.

Culture,

Albert Einstein

Sub-culture

fore
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Accept the Irony

—

Our MTI efforts to “save the future” now use and utterly trust and depend on
the fitness of the very ways of knowing, being and living that got us into the
complex, living messes that now threaten our future, i.e. our Modern Techno-
Industrial ways of knowing, seeing, thinking things through and living.

As of today, we who are MTI peoples are NOT seeking to transcend or escape
from our MTI form of civilization.

Rather, we are seeking to improve and extend the life of MTI cultures by
making them to be global, equitable and sustainable, e.g. UN SDGs.




Accept the Reality
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Accept the Challenge

What if our core work of the 215t Century is to make our MTI cultures
sustainable and humane?

What if our new work is conscious and reflexive personal-to-civilizational, re-birth:
1.
2.
3.

Learn to let go of our MTI formation and outgrow it?
Learn the new work of nurturing the next form of civilization. into robust life.

Learn to dance on the edge of destruction/creativity as MTI Cultures collapse,
as we mature as conscious and reflexive cultural co-creators?

Learn to invest in and support this new work as our core work in the 215t
Century as if our future hangs on it.

fore

CTANADA



The Challenge We Face

=

So | repeat: “...the real challenge and barrier to change is to
‘socially construct’ a personal-to-civilizational-scale transition to a
whole new cultural narrative, one which eschews perpetual growth
and abandons most of the other beliefs, values and assumptions of
modern techno-industrial society concerning long-term human well-
being.” | should have added that the breadth and depth of social
learning required is likely to take decades, generations. Gaia is
likely to impose her own solutions before the denizens of MTI

culture have fully wakened to their predicament.

Bill Rees
Email
May 26, 2022




The Challenge We Face — Ruben’s Edit
=

So | repeat: “...the real challenge and barrier to change is to
‘socially construct’ a personal-to-civilizational-scale transition to a
whole new form of civilization., one which eschews perpetual
growth and abandons most of the other beliefs, values and
assumptions of modern techno-industrial society concerning long-
term human well-being.” | should have added that the breadth and
depth of social learning required is likely to take decades,
generations. Gaia is likely to impose her own solutions before the

denizens of MTI culture have fully wakened to their predicament.

Bill Rees
Email
May 26, 2022
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1. What to DO?

Clarify the Key Terms




An Impulse To Change is Gathering Strength

Sustainable. Sustamablllty “A Gregt
Great Work.” “A Great or
Next System.” "\“ adl m.’

Real Green New Deal.” &e‘/ﬂ lwllzatlon 27 A

Regenerative C@ﬂ ystems . dnable Production
% uIture System

Change.” “Life Afflrm ulture and on, and on, and on..

ition.” “The
w Land” “The
nomics.” “A




“Culture”
=

An integrated understanding of ‘culture’ includes everything that a given

people are and do, inside and out, at every level and scale of becoming
and being human.

A culture, is a distinctive, long-lasting and relatively coherent way of
making sense of everything and of being and living (knowing, imagining,
thinking things through doing) that emerges among a particular
people, under particular circumstances, at a particular time and in a
particular place, and exemplifies a particular form of civilization..

All human cultures, are unconsciously co-created “cultural constructs.”




‘Form of Civilization.’

Albert Einstein




‘Civilization’
=

‘civilization’ whole of humanity Ni
those who live in fowns
geography
culture

‘civilization; form of civilization, i




Form of Civilization

form of civilizationF
form of
civilization, unique ontological and epistemological framework
form of civilization,

Indigenous, Settled Ag-based,




‘Core Paradigm’ of a Form of CiviIizaticmE

form of civilizationF
know, imagine, think things through

* The nature of reality.
* The nature, place and power of human persons.
* The relationship of persons to reality.

civilization “doing the human as beings on
the Earth.”




3 Forms of Civilization: Today

e Optional
 Unconscious
 Long Time

* Local/Regional

R©ased Empires

Local J/ Settled Agriculture-based Cultures

3 Small Group Nomadic Cultures =

14,500 -10,500 -5,000 -1000 present +300
Time Not to scale.

7e of complicated projects that can be undertaken.

—

fore
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Official MTI “Globalization” Project/Fantasy

e Optional
 Unconscious
 Long Time

* Local/Regional

R©ased Empires

Local J Settled Agriculture-based Cultures

3 Small Group Nomadic Cultures

14,500 -10,500 -5,000 -1000 present
Time Not to scale.

e of complicated projects that can be undertaken.

—




The Emerging Voice of Collapsology

e Optional
 Unconscious
 Long Time

* Local/Regional

R©ased . Empires

Local J/ Settled Agriculture-based Cultures

3 Small Group Nomadic Cultures

14,500 -10,500 -5,000 -1000 present
Time Not to scale.

e of complicated projects that can be undertaken.

—




The Emerging Voice of the Next Civilizationg

e Optional * Required
« Unconscious « Conscious & Reflexive
 Long Time « Fast by historical standards

« Local/Regional « Scalable

R©a3ed . Empi

Local J/ Settled Agriculture-based Cultures

Small Group Nomadic Cultures

e of complicated projects that can be undertaken.

14,500 -10,500 -1000

Time Not to scale.

-5,000 present

fore
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2A. What Else to DO?

Create Adequate Mental Models:
A Causal Layered Model of
Human Consciousness and Cultures




Causal Layers of Our Humanity (atevery scale)

DOING PHYSICAL THINGS
Presupposes adequacy of & coherence
with all other functions.

Intentional &
Reflexive
Embodiment

n c
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“SEEING”/IMAGINING/PATTERNING
Presupposes adequacy of & coherence
with all other functions.

KNOWING
Presupposes the adequacy of our grasp
on reality and its grasp on us.




Layers of Our Humanity (atEvery scale)

NOW & KNOWING
Presupposes the adequacy of our grasp
on reality and its grasp on us.

“SEEING”/IMAGINING/PATTERNING
Presupposes adequacy of & coherence
of our ways of knowing.

Reflexive
Embodiment

THNINKING THINGS THROUGH
Presupposes adequacy of & coherence
of our Imagining and Knowing.

Unconscious
Socialization
Intentional &

DOING PHYSICAL THINGS
Presupposes adequacy of & coherence
of all other functions.

CANADA



Conscious Reflexive

Dom in ant Sto ry/ Meta P h (0] g Ongoing Co-creation

(Verbs/Nouns)

» Local/Regional Settled Cultures
» Modern Techno-industrial (MT) ’

Cultures e
> Next civilizationg? :

Capacity to handle complicated matters

Cosmic Dance
(Verbs)

- 300,000 years Time



conscliousness Matters: stuff as Embodied Consciousness

Whiteboard /Screen

Bulletin

Boards
Student
Desks

/’_‘\\ SO g Teacher's
Group Work f Desk
Tablles :

Bookshelves 3
= Storage
O

Reading
Nook







Needed: Wise, Integral, Reflexive WS Governance
=

The capacity to:
« Know what Is real.
e See what needs to be done.

* Think/feel through it well
enough.

 To be ableto get it done.

All without having to be told what to
know, see, think or do.




Today’s Governance is Failing Us

The situation of humanity in the face of global transformations
can be summarised in two sentences:

Societies are unprepared; Governance is unequipped....

In the main contemporary governance is obsolete and unable
to deal fittingly with rapidly mutating problems and
opportunities.

Yehezkel Dror
The Capacity to Govern
2001




2B. What Else to DO?

Create Adequate Mental Models:
Create a Way to Differentiate One
Form of Civilization; from Another




The “X” AXIS - Ontology
=

Static-to-Dynamic Reality

Static Reality Dynamic Reality
S ————— . ...
Unchanging/Perfect Reality Reality changing in time
Essence/Appearance At different speeds
Timeless/Universal/Truths Truths at Timey, in Placey and
For all who truly know Community.
Correspondence indicates Truth Coherence indicates Truth
Humility ex ignorance Humility ex ignorance + ambiguity

Dead Hierarchies Living Ecologies




The “Y” AXis — Ontology & Epistemology
=

-to-Relational Reality and Knowing

Relational Reality
R

& Knowing
Reality is Relational/Contextual

“Parts” are always in Context
Intersubjective Knowing




Civilizational- Possibilities

Relational Reality & Knowi

Static Reality Dynamic Reality




Who was/is Where?

Relational Reality & Knowing

(Small group)

Static Reality Dynamic Reality



Who was/is Where?

Relational Reality & Knowing

ettled Agricultura

(complicated)

Static Reality Dynamic Reality




Who was/is Where?

Relational Reality & Knowing

Static Reality Dynamic Reality

Viodern T-Industria

(obvious)



Who was/is Where?
Relational Reality & Knowing

¢o*°

Static Reality | Dynamic Reality






Who was/is Where?

Static Reality Dynamic Reality




Learn to Apply these Concepts

To the Evolution of the Homo Sapiens




This Does Change Everything

Relational Reality & Knowing

Truthful
ettled Agricultura

(complicated)

Static Reality

odern T-Industria

(obvious)

S,
rig, 3 lity . | y| ge nCy
Atomized Reality & Knowin
y g



Truly Sustainable Civilizationg ?

Settled "\y.icultura

Al roup)

(comp'icated)

Static Reality Dynamic Reality

Modern,'r Jdustrial

(ouwvious)




Risk New Participation with/in Reality
=

"Scientific knowledge, originally seen to make possible the
prediction and manipulation of nature, appears now to be pointing
us toward a new relationship with the natural world based on
sensitive observation and participation, rather than control."

Brian Goodwin

Complexity Matters:

A Reintroduction to Complexity,
2017




Dawning Reflexivity
=

As | fight the system in which | live,
am | ignoring the system that lives in me?

Rashad Manji
Globe and Mail,
March 8, 2019.




Our Personal-to-Civilizational _ Journey

bl Bt oot S

“l have spent much of the last forty years endeavouring to understand
world views other than those we in the West have inherited; and in the
last several years | have been particularly concerned with the question
of what is involved in the endeavour to understand, and to help others
understand, an outlook different from the one that one already has.

One of the conclusions to which | have come is that in order to
understand a different view — especially if it be radically different
and/or profound, comprehensive, humane — one must oneself become

a different sort of person.”
ff fp Wilfred Cantwell Smith
Letter to Butch Nelson

Early 1980s




3. What Else to DO?

Cooperate with the Reality of P2CT Journey




Our Core Work In the 215t Century:
=

1. Learn to know, imagine, think through and respond to the
actual situation we MTVI’s are in as an existential crisis.

2. Let go of and out -grow MTI cultures,. Loosen their grip on us.

3. Commit to the work of cooperating with our evolution as we
consciously cdcreate the next form of human civilization, by
nurturing into being “consciously co-creative and reflexwe
persons and cultures”. (CCR)

. Optional_ { uf‘)gzﬁﬁng « Required

. UnconS_,CIOUS = N  Conscious/Reflexive
«=FoRge Tlme_ Extend s sEdst

« Local/Regional Modarnity e Scalable
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Contact Information
=

Ruben Nelson
Executive Director
Foresight Canada
29 des Arcs Road

Lac Des Arcs, AB, Canada
TiW 2W3

+1-403-673-3537 = voice
+1-403-673-2114 = fax

Visit the Foresight Canada website
Sign up for our blog



mailto:RubenNelson@shaw.ca
http://www.foresightcanada.com/

