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CACOR acknowledges that we all benefit from sharing the 
traditional territories of local Indigenous peoples (First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit in Canada) and their descendants.

Welcome to this week’s presentation and conversation 

hosted by the 

Canadian Association for the Club of Rome,

a Club dedicated to intelligent debate and action on global issues.

Circular Economy seems so obvious – why is it so slow in the making?”

Our speaker today is Dr. Anders Wijkman, an opinionmaker & author, but so much more: past Member of the European 
Parliament; executive with the UN; Secretary General of the Swedish Red Cross; Director General of the Swedish Agency for 

Research Cooperation with Developing Countries; member of the Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences, the World Academy of Art 
& Science, & the World Future Council; honorary doctor at Linköping U; honorary president of the Club of Rome; member of the 
International Resource Panel (a UN body on improving the use of resources worldwide); chair of Circular Sweden (a platform for 

producers, retailers, & recycling firms to advance the Circular Economy).  Today he will describe the many benefits of going 
circular: reduced pollution, lower carbon emissions, less pressure on biodiversity & fragile ecosystems, cost savings, & 

employment gains.  He’ll then address barriers to change and suggest policy measures to overcome the barriers.

Dr. Wijkman’s presentation will be followed by a conversation, questions, and observations from the participants.



””Circular Economy seems 
so obvious – why is it so 

slow in the making?”

• Presentation by Anders Wijkman, Honorary 
President Club of Rome, Chair Climate-KIC at 
CACOR Webinar April 27, 2022
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The Anthropocene: steep upwards curves since 1950 

of human consumption      and of      human induced pollution.

adapted from Steffen, Crutzen et al 2007
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IPBS-rapporten
Bob Watson, ordförande i IPBS: 

• ”For a long time, people just thought of
biodiversity as saving nature for its own
sake,

• But this report makes clear the links
between biodiversity and nature and 
things like food security and clean water
in both rich and poor countries.”
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“Climate change is now reaching the 
end-game, where very soon humanity 
must choose between taking 
unprecedented action, or accepting 
that it has been left too late and bear 
the consequences.”

Professor Hans Joachim Schellnhuber
Foreword to What Lies Beneath, Breakthrough 2018

Emergency Action

The End-Game
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Huge difference between
incrementalism and transformation

• Reducing GHG by 20-30% easy
• Transformation is different  
• All major sectors: energy, infrastructure, 

basic mtrls, agriculture, forestry, textiles, 
electronics etc

• So far most of the focus on Energy use, but

• Material use is crucially important
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International Resource Panel 

• 50% of global carbon emissions and 
90% of biodiversity loss related to the 
extraction and processing of
materials, fossil fuels and food

• The production of cement, steel, 
aluminum and plastics make up
almost 20% of global carbon
emissions - (GRO 2019)
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Today´s production system is utterly
wasteful

• Even with high recycling, materials are poorly
utilised

• Only 25% of material value captured after first
use cycle; plastics only 8% 

• Ex plastics, electronics, household appliances,  
building materials, textiles etc

• Huge values thrown away
• Serious pollution + CO2+ biodiverity loss

• Infrastructure and products poorly utilised
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50-65% of European 
offices not used even in 
working hours

10-15% of building material wasted

Demolition materials unsuitable for reuse; 
54% landfilled

Hugely dependent on fossil input factors

Mobility Built environment Food

Examples of structural waste in our
economy
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Circular economy

a metaphor for renewables, resource efficiency + 
closing the loops

• Extend Product life; less obsolence
• Recycle, Reuse, Remanufacture, Repair, Maintenance
• Nutrient recycling
• From selling ”stuff” to offering services
• Utilize better what is already produced
• Sharing economy

Note: Nothing is 100% circular and there
are rebound effects…..
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•

Circular Economy so obvious – and yet
slow in the making……

• Resources were cheap and abundant
• We did not pay for externalities
• Productivity focus on labor, not materials
• We tax labor, not nature
• Business models favour high throughput

and products that do not last long….
• Product Design not aimed at reuse
• Secondary materials markets work poorly
• Too much focus so far on waste m-ment
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EU Circular Economy Action Plan 

• A sustainable product policy framework

• Expand use of Ecodesign Directive

• Circular Electronics Initiative, incl hazardous
substances

• New regulation for batteries

• Reviews of directives on packaging, plastics, 
micro-plastics, end-of-life vehicles, textiles

• Strategy for Sustainable Built Envrionment
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Societal Needs and Wants

• Housing and Infrastructure

• Nutrition

• Mobility

• Consumables

• Services (health, education, banking etc)

• Communication
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Policies for Circularity:

• Tax shift , incl removing VAT on reused materials.

• Design Products/Materials for reuse

• Certain ratio of reused materials in new products

• Material efficiency prio in climate policy

• New business models – “Products as a Service”

• Provide for human needs in smarter ways

• Public procurement must lead the way

• Address the rebound effect
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