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Table showing the almost continuous enlargement of the European Union 

Date Number of 

countries

Countries

1957 6 Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, Nederlands

1973 9 Denmark, Ireland, UK

1981 10 Greece

1986 12 Spain, Portugal

1995 15 Austria, Finland, Sweden

2004 25 Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia, 

Slovenia

2007 27 Bulgaria, Romania

2013 28 Croatia

2020 27 UK leaves
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Table showing how power is distributed in the 

European Union

Legislative power European parliament and 

Council of the European 

Union 

Judicial power Court of Justice in 

Luxembourg

Executive power European commission
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The process by which EU law is made

European 

Commission

Executive powers
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The process by which EU law is made

European 

Commission

Council of the 

European Union

European 

Parliament 

Executive powers Legislative powers
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The process by which EU law is made

European 

Commission

Council of the 

European Union

European 

Parliament 

EU 

law

Executive powers Legislative powers
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The process by which EU law is made

European 

Commission

Council of the 

European Union

European 

Parliament 

EU 

law

European Court 

of Justice (in 

Luxembourg)

Executive powers Legislative powers Judicial powers

7



Quiz – How does the EU work? 

21 questions
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1.In which decade did the European project start? 

a.The 1930s

b.The 1950s

c.The 1970s

Answer: b
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2. The people behind the European project included Konrad Adenauer 

(German Chancellor), Robert Schuman (French politician) and Jean 

Monnet (French businessman and civil servant). What motivated 

them? 

a.To develop nuclear weapons so that Europe would have its own 

nuclear deterrent

b.To help developing countries to engage in trade with Europe

c.To reduce the likelihood of war in Europe

d.Answer c
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3. As of April 2021, how many countries are 

members of the European Union?

a. 24

b. 27

c. 31

Answer b
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4. Is Luxembourg a member of the 

European Union: yes or no? 

Answer yes
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5. Is Switzerland a member of the 

European Union: yes or no? 

Answer no
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6. Is the population of the European Union bigger, 

smaller or about the same as the population of 

China? 

Answer Smaller
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7. The European Union carries out many functions: it runs the Erasmus programme for students, helps its 

farmers, provides funds for medical research, organises environmental projects, provides money for the 

construction of motorways and railways, negotiates agreements in the field of trade with other countries, to 

give just  a few examples. However, there are things that it does not do, such as run schools and universities, 

have an army or run a health service for its citizens. These functions are the responsibility of the 

governments of the member states. Given that some activities are carried out by the EU and others are 

carried out by the member state governments, which one of the following statements is true?

a. The European Union can carry out any activity that it considers is necessary

b. The European Union can carry out an activity only if the European Parliament has given its prior 

consent

c. The European Union can carry out an activity only if the European Parliament and the member states 

have given their prior consent.

Answer c
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8. Let us suppose that a member state makes a law 

that contradicts a law of the European Union. Which 

law applies? 

Answer the law of the EU
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9 In the EU, which body or bodies exercises:

a. legislative powers

b. executive powers

c. judicial powers

Answer

legislative powers – the European parliament and the council of the 

European Union, 

executive powers – the European Commission, 

judicial powers – the European court of justice (in Luxembourg)
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10 The Council of the European Union is 

sometimes known by its previous name. This was 

a. The council of ministers

b. The European assembly

c. The economic and social council

Answer a
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11 If the European Parliament wants, on its own, to 

change a European law or a policy, it can do so 

providing at least half the members agree. Is this 

statement true or false? 

Answer false
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12 How many members are there in the 

European Parliament? 

a.105

b.405

c.705

Answer c
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13 Is the following statement true or false? Only 

members of a national parliament can be elected to 

the European Parliament. 

Answer false
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14 The most recent elections to the European 

Parliament were held in May 2019. When will the 

next elections be held? 

a. in May 2024 

b. in May 2025 

c. in May 2026 

Answer a
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15 The French population constitutes 15% of the 

EU population. The proportion of French MEPs 

is:

a. 5%

b. 10%

c. 15%

Answer b
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16 The European Parliament represents the citizens 

of Europe. Who does the Council of the European 

Union represent?

a. Trade unions – i.e. employees

b. Commercial firms -i.e. employers

c. Governments

Answer c
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17 There is one – and only one - institution that has 

the right to propose new laws and changes to 

existing laws. Is that institution

a. the European Parliament

b. the Council of the European Union

c. the European Commission

Answer c 
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18 The European Commission is run by a ‘college 

of commissioners’. There is one commissioner from 

each country. 

Is the following statement true or false: the job of a 

country’s commissioner is to fight on behalf of his 

or her country? 

Answer false
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19 The president of the European Commission is

a. Christine Legarde

b. Jean-Claude Juncker

c. Ursula von der Leyen

Answer c
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20 Who is the French commissioner? 

a. Didier Guillaume

b. Bruno le Maire

c. Thierry Breton

Answer c
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21 The EU spends its budget on policies in areas 

such as ERASMUS, the environment, agriculture, 

new motorways and railways. The budget of the 

EU is which percentage of gross national product? 

a. 1%

b. 10%

c. 20%

Answer a
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