
Upcoming 2021 CMOS Meetings of Interest to CACOR

1.  Thursday March 18th, 12:00 noon

Natural Climate Solutions for Canada, Ronnie Drever, Senior 
Conservation Scientist 

Alongside the steep reductions needed in fossil fuel emissions, natural climate solutions 
(NCS) represent readily deployable land-based options that can contribute to Canada’s 
goals for emissions reductions. We estimate the potential for mitigation of climate change
from 24 NCS related to the protection, management, and restoration of agricultural lands,
wetlands, grasslands and forests. These “pathways” can also deliver numerous co-
benefits, such as enhanced soil productivity, clean air and water, and biodiversity 
conservation. We identify promising mitigation potential for NCS in Canada, with a 
significant proportion available as cost-effective mitigation. Pathways with potential 
include avoided conversion of grasslands, avoided peatland disturbance, cover crops and 
improved forest management. NCS represent an important potential contribution to 
Canada’s commitments under the Paris Agreement, such that NCS combined with 
existing mitigation plans could help Canada to meet and exceed its climate goals.

Biography, Ronnie Drever

Ronnie Drever works as a Senior
Conservation Scientist for Nature United.
He started with The Nature Conservancy
in 2007 and provides science leadership
and technical expertise to Nature United’s
place-based and climate projects.

Ronnie studied Biology and Geography at
Queen's University, and later moved to
Vancouver to complete a Master's in
Resource and Environmental Management
at Simon Fraser University. After several
years working as a biologist and
researcher in various parts of British
Columbia, he moved to Montreal and in
2008 completed a Ph.D. in Biology at
Université du Québec à Montréal.



2. Thursday April 29th, 12:00 noon

The Impacts of Extreme Events on the Canadian Insurance Industry, Laura Twidle,
Managing Director, Catastrophe Indices and Quantification Inc. (CatIQ)

While a global pandemic paused many aspects of our lives in 2020, extreme weather 
events gave us no reprieve. Natural and man-made disasters, known as “catastrophes,” in 
the insurance industry, broke global records around the world last year, and Canada was 
no exception. Insured losses in Canada from catastrophic events in 2020 were nearly 
CAN $2.4 billion, continuing the past decade’s trend of increasing annual losses. 
Identifying and preparing for the concerns of the more frequent, more severe extreme 
weather events anticipated by climate change is key to reducing impacts on Canadians. 
Insured loss data in combination with climate data and mitigation techniques can provide 
decision makers with the necessary information to act. 

This presentation will provide an analysis of the meteorological factors at work in natural
catastrophes and the geographical distribution of Canada’s NatCATs, with emphasis on 
2020, using data collected by CatIQ, Canada’s insured loss and exposure indices 
provider. Analysis will include a close look at 2020 insured loss data and how it 
compares to the Canadian catastrophe loss database.

Biography

Laura Twidle, Managing Director, CatIQ

For the last five years, Laura has been a professional
meteorologist specializing in catastrophe forecasting
and reporting to provide stakeholders with information
and tools to make informed decisions. Laura also
analyzes insured loss and exposure data to maintain the
Canadian catastrophe and industry exposure databases
and has designed and managed several projects at
CatIQ. Since 2017 she has also had a role on the
steering committee for the annual Canadian catastrophe
conference. Laura holds a BSc. in meteorology from
Central Michigan University and an MSc. in
atmospheric and oceanic sciences from McGill
University, where her thesis focused on extreme rainfall
events. In her free time, Laura plays and coaches
competitive soccer. 


