
Thoughts From Europe (2 April - 3 May, 2018) 

 

Lots of interesting things are happening in Europe. I noted a few things. 

 

For example, France is getting rid of diesel engines. It's gas fuel from now 
on until EV's take over by 2040.  Paris wants no diesel cars by 2020. Lastly, 

the government wants to upgrade the country's rail system which means 

retiring thousand of diesel locomotives 

 

End of the road for Diesel-powered cars in France 
 

 
 

 

 
 

French rail staff stage 'Black Tuesday' protests against overhaul 

 

 
 
 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2857586/End-road-Diesel-powered-cars-France.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/apr/02/france-mass-rail-strikes-macron-reforms-face-opposition


All new cars have pedestrian detection radar that stop the car if the driver is 

distracted.  I saw ads by Volvo, Nissan, Peugeot, BMW, and others. It's 

coming fast. How well it works is not yet known. 
 

 Global Pedestrian Detection Systems Market Manufacturers 2018 Review, 

Size and Forecast 2023 | QY Research Store 

 

 Global Pedestrian Detection Systems Market 

Manufacturers 2018 Review, Si... 

 

 

 

 

 

Off-shore wind power is expanding rapidly. 
 

https://www.edf.fr/en/the-edf-group/industrial-provider/renewable-

energies/wind-energy/offshore-wind-power 

 
Shore windmills are three times the size of the ones I've seen here. Your 

garage would fit inside its base diameter. No one complains about them very 

much and there are no heaps of dead birds nearby. 

 
 Wind power in France 

 

 Wind power in France 

France has the second largest wind resource in Europe after the 

United Kingdom. Électricité de France, the main ... 

 

 

 

 

 

Europe has written off Brexit as Britain goes it alone. This is no longer news 

and the public is tired of hearing about the whinging Brits. 
 

Climate changes are bringing tiger mosquitoes to France from northern 

Africa. These little bastards carry dengue fever and other similar killer 

diseases.  The report I saw has this mosquito spreading throughout the 
south of France, up the center and along the eastern border regions all the 

way up to Belgium. 

 

This mosquito has become a significant pest in many communities because it 
closely associates with humans (rather than living in wetlands), and typically 

http://qyresearchstore.com/global-pedestrian-detection-systems-market-manufacturers-2018-review-size-and-forecast-2023/
http://qyresearchstore.com/global-pedestrian-detection-systems-market-manufacturers-2018-review-size-and-forecast-2023/
https://www.edf.fr/en/the-edf-group/industrial-provider/renewable-energies/wind-energy/offshore-wind-power
https://www.edf.fr/en/the-edf-group/industrial-provider/renewable-energies/wind-energy/offshore-wind-power
http://windenergy.wikia.com/wiki/Wind_power_in_France


flies and feeds in the daytime in addition to at dusk and dawn. The insect is 

called a tiger mosquito for its striped appearance, which resembles that of 

the tiger.  
 

Ae. albopictus is an epidemiologically important vector for the transmission 

of many viral pathogens, including the yellow fever virus, dengue fever, and 

Chikungunya fever,[2] as well as several filarial nematodes such as 
Dirofilaria immitis.[3] Aedes albopictus is capable of hosting the Zika 

virus[4][5] and is considered a potential vector for Zika transmission among 

humans. 

 
Aedes albopictus - Wikipedia 

 

 
 

 
Such invasive species will change the face of Europe.  

 

The weather has been variable. Winds of 140 km/hr hit Brittany one 

weekend for no reason and vanished overnight. I went to see the huge 
waves stirred up by this. 

 

http://chb44.com/2018/03/weather-strong-winds-expected-in-brittany-and-

on-the-atlantic-coast-gusts-up-to-110-km-h/ 

 
Brittany was then hit with a "heat wave" (28 - 30 C) for a week. Normal 

temperatures are 10 - 15 C. 

 

Paris was scraping frost off the cars and a snow storm hit Normandy without 
warning. 

 

Snow in France and it's almost May? Mais oui, in Normandy! 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aedes_albopictus
http://chb44.com/2018/03/weather-strong-winds-expected-in-brittany-and-on-the-atlantic-coast-gusts-up-to-110-km-h/
http://chb44.com/2018/03/weather-strong-winds-expected-in-brittany-and-on-the-atlantic-coast-gusts-up-to-110-km-h/
https://www.thelocal.fr/20180430/snow-in-france-and-its-almost-may-normandy


 
 

 

These are the crazy times. 
 

Jean Brasseur 
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